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There were five different groups. The exchange was extensive, especially on practices,which are often very different in the teaching of the religious feature or religious instruction.

3 points will be dealt with:

I/ Fears and uneasiness expressed

II/ Signs of hope

III/ Strong points giving hope

I/ Fears and uneasiness expressed

In certain countries (countries of the former East) the Christians are victims of derision. One cannot talk about persecution but that situation is difficult to live. 

That is joined by a certain Christianophobia, a marginalisation of the Church (in Germany e.g. and the countries of Western Europe), a situation in which the media take a part. The media focus their information on the morale pronounced by the Church ignoring the social doctrine completely.

Together with the crisis, criticism of certain Churches is intense with respect to their exemption from taxes (in Greece ...). In the same way too close a connection between state and Church is criticized. That’s the case in Poland and in Romania, where the state gives privileges to the Orthodox Church to the detriment of the Greco-Catholic Church.

With certain Catholics there also appears the fear of a return to pre-council practices in certain areas, particularly in the countries of Western Europe.

These fears are sometimes created and accentuated by the evolution of our societies, a rapid evolution in certain countries which have changed their model of society quickly.

One comes across a fear of the disappearance of the influence of the family. One states that if the family breaks down everything breaks down. But what about those who don’t have a chance of having a family? And having a loving and attentive family? 

Uneasiness is expressed opposite homosexuality, divorce, euthanasia. 

There also appears uneasiness opposite the fact that Catholic morale is often claimed by extremely right parties (which surf on the fears).

The last fear is connected with Islam, a fear greatly reinforced by the media.

Fear of a fundamentalist Islam: That’s the case of Turkish Islam in Austria and Germany, which connects religious identity and national identity.

In France that identity is more dispersed, because the Muslims have their origin in different countries. But there is the fear of a virulent and demanding Islam among the second and third generation youngsters who are searching for their identity.

That fear of an Islam which doesn’t possess a representative body turns up in certain countries, but exists to a lesser degree in certain countries: In Italy there are much fewer Muslims. In several countries (Austria, Belgium and France) a representative body for the Muslim cult is established.

One also finds the fear of being invaded by the Muslims: one group talked of the “galloping birth rate” in Muslim families and of the fact that there could soon be more Muslims than Catholics.

Finally one comes across the fear that the “reciprocity in religious matters could be a sweet dream”.

II/ Signs of hope

The Fall of the Wall has allowed everybody to think and speak in his/her own language. That is not yet Pentecost, but it is freedom. 

Some found a positive aspect in the decrease of religious practice and vocations, which call to a necessary renewal of the western Church. The lay people take over an important part, they become responsible.

Various examples of positive initiatives were given: inter-religious and ecumenical dialogue, the success of days of retreat in monasteries, including those for non-Christians, pilgrimages. The mobilising of Christians in certain movements is important, too: “We are church”, “Baptisés de France” and the appeal of 300 priests in Austria.

One also sees a sign of hope in the various groups of prayer.

In Italy certain churches are opened to others by placing their places of cult at the disposal of the Greco-Orthodox Church. 

The Church is also more open to society: homosexuality, divorce, marriage (one thinks of the freedom of conscience Gabriel Nissim talked about).

In the Italian schools (perhaps in other countries as well) the curricula have taken account of the arrival of migrants. In Belgium the pupils go and visit the places of cult of various religions. 

A European Islam is possible and necessary, together with a formation of Imams in the country so that they speak the language of the country.

Some talked about Muslim scouts. Certain Muslims, often persons who have studied, commit themselves in society. 

In Italy there exists COREIS.

III/ Strong points giving hope

One stated the importance of values praised by the Churches. 

Interpersonal encounters are very important, they allow getting to know the other, sharing. That is done in the associations, in workshops, in the quarters, in shared daily life.

Sometimes it turns out to be necessary to have a dialogue accompanied by a third person, a mediator, in order to defuse certain conflicts and solve problems.

The reciprocity is an indispensable condition (mutual acknowledgement) and an objective to be attained together.

One stressed the importance of formation, culture and knowledge of the religion or the non-religion of the other.

Some insisted on the importance of forgiveness and reconciliation, the importance of solidarity: The social doctrine of the Church is often realized. The Church is appreciated for its charitable role and for the reception of foreigners. Examples were quoted: CCFD (Comité Catholique contre la Faim et pour le Développement) in France, Caritas, the circles of silence...

In order to finish with Europe and a positive point: The European Court of Human 
Rights is considered a positive point, for it guarantees the respect of Human Rights, even if one mentioned a tendency to stricter and more jurisdiction in connection with the judgements of this Court.
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