Short report on the SIESC meeting in Salzburg

From  July 24th  to 29th , 2005, 107 participants from 14 European countries from Poland to Italy and from Romania to Belgium met at the 51st Annual Meeting of SIESC in Salzburg. 

For the topic “Relationships between state, religious communities/churches and school in various European countries” three excellent experts prepared the ground. Richard Potz, University of Vienna, presented the “Forms of the relationship between state and religious communities/churches and their effects on school life” focussed on religious instruction, Marie Françoise Tinel, former professor an Lyon, described “Ethical education under the conditions of laicity at school” relying on her experience within the French school system and Martin Jäggle, University of Vienna, talked about the “Tasks of religious instruction in Europe today”.   

In six language groups, intentionally formed as internationally as possible (in each of them 4 to 7 countries were represented), the participants dealt with questions resulting from the lectures relying on their diverse experiences. A final report could show common convictions and objectives, but also the most important differing opinions on the practical realization of ethical and religious education in the various European school systems. From the beginning the aim of the discussions could not be to aim at a unified form of ethical and religious education in the countries. On the contrary, it was a matter of learning about the different forms, learning from the efforts of others and learning respectively deepening respect and understanding. 

The common religious services, the visits in Salzburg and the final excursion to Kremsmünster and the Salzkammergut, favoured by wonderful weather, contributed to deepening the community of that “Europe in the nutshell” with all its challenges of contents and languages. The meeting had been excellently prepared by a team of the Salzburg VCL and was  realized without frictions in the Kolpinghaus Salzburg, very suitable for a meeting like that.
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